THIS JUST IN:

The Delevan Elemen-
tary School Parent-
Teacher Association
(PTA) will host its
annual holiday gala on
Friday, Dec. 3, at the
school from 6:30 to 8:
30 p.m.

The event features
music, crafts, refresh-
ments, and prizes. Sto-
rytime with librarian
Mrs. Marcia Tyrrell will
end the evening.

Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be in the audito-
rium to pose with kids
for a donation of $1.00.
Proceeds will be given
to the Delevan Food
Pantry. All other events
are free.

“This is a fun event for
families,” said PTA pres-
ident Trista Reisdorf.
“We have made some
changes this year and
are very excited to see
how people react. Please
mark your calendar and
plan to attend.”

Anyone who is inter-
ested in volunteering
at this event is urged to
call chairperson Darlene
Pinckney at 716 492-
5222. Also, for infor-
mation about joining
Delevan PTA, call 716
492-9300 ext. 5090.
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Student-teachers enhance learning

key part of preparing
to become a teacher
is student-teaching

or practicum, which allows
collegians to apply what they
have studied while determin-
ing if education is the right
career choice for them.

Pioneer School District
currently has 25 student-
teachers in grades K-8 who
typically:

¢ stay half the school year

¢ are completing work on an
undergraduate degree

¢ attend an area college or
university such as Houghton,
SUNY Geneseo, Buffalo, or

WWW.pioneer.wnyric.org

St. Bonaventure.

Supervising college profes-
sors contact Pioneer building
principals if they wish to place
student-teachers. Principals
then contact classroom teach-
ers to see if they are willing to
host a student-teacher.

This fall, in the 2nd grade
classroom of Arcade Elemen-
tary teacher Mark Kehl, stu-
dents have benefited from
the skills of student-teacher
Laurie Gurley. Miss Gurley
is an elementary education
major completing her stud-
ies at Houghton College.

Miss Gurley’s recent unit on

Xperience

Laurie Gurley,
student-teacher
in the Arcade
Elementary
classroom of
Mark Kehl,
poses next to
some of the
items from her
recent unit on
Africa.

Africa included an imaginary
trip to the Dark Continent,
traveling each day to a new
country. While there, the
students learned about the
country’s location on the map,
its geological features and
culture. The students were
able to see many pictures
and handle many artifacts
from several countries.
“Students ‘visited’ the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo,
Ghana, Egypt, Tanzania,
and South Africa,” said Mr.
Kehl. “During the students’

Continued on Page 2
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Student-Teaching

Continued from Page 1

travels, they recorded what
they learned in a passport. To
get their passports stamped
to show that they visited
the country, they placed
key words from that nation
in their passports and drew
a picture to represent the
word.”

The students learned that,
while Africa is a continent
made up of many different

countries, there are still
some commonalities that
can be identified. Other
topics included animals and
the folk tales associated with
them, as well as such geologi-
cal features as rainforests,
volcanoes, deserts and the
savannah.

Miss Gurley used resources
from Arcade’s library media

center, and obtained artifacts
from friends and relatives,
to be able to offer the Africa
unit.

“Student teachers give us
a mutually beneficial source
of educational vitality,” said
Pioneer superintendent Dr.
Jeffrey Bowen. “We benefit
from their instructional help
and teamwork, and strength-

ened school-university con-
nections. They benefit from
being mentored, encounter-
ing the real challenges of
teaching, and from earning
a degree and licensure. It is
likely that many of our K-12
students aspire to teaching as
a career because our student
teachers provide inspiring
role models for them.”

Middle School planning committee weighs
common start/end times

Pioneer Middle School’s
planning committee has
begun the process of review-
ing the start and end times of
the day at the middle school.

An equal number of parents
and staff members have par-
ticipated in the committee
process. Approximately 20
committee members have
regularly attended planning
committee meetings .

“Planning committee mem-
bers are working together to
make a recommendation that
best serves middle school
students,” said principal

Ravo Root.

Pioneer Middle School has
always operated on an early
schedule for grades 7 and 8,
with grades 5 and 6 starting
and ending the day an hour
later. A proposed common
start time could offer social,
transportation and academic
advantages, but officials want
to ensure that parents, stu-
dents, and teachers are com-
fortable with such a change.

Members began the plan-
ning process by creating and
agreeing to follow a set of pro-
tocols. The committee then

brainstormed advantages and
disadvantages for a common
start and end time.

“These advantages and dis-
advantages were voted on by
all committee members to pri-
oritize them by importance,”
said Mr. Root. “Once this step
was completed, the commit-
tee began working together
to make a recommendation
to Dr. Bowen.”

Committee members are
currently working in small,
mixed groups to collect factual
information that will detail
and explain the advantages

and disadvantages for having
a common start and end time
to the day. The process will
culminate with the committee
making recommendations to
the superintendent.

In January, the planning
committee will begin hold-
ing additional meetings on
the common start/end time,
with membership expanded
to include elementary and
high school parents and
staff. For more information,
please contact Ravo Root at
716 492-9375.

Commuittees eye facilities, safety, planning

The middle school plan-
ning committee is only one
part of a continual process
of improvement. Parents
in the Pioneer School Dis-
trict have several more
opportunities to help map
the future:

e A facilities develop-
ment committee will
convene to make recom-
mendations to the Board
of Education regarding
the maintenance of facili-
ties, grounds, and pupil
transportation system.
Recently completed build-
ing condition surveys will
be used to develop long-

range facility development
plans, including possible
capital projects.

e A health and safety
committee is required by
state Project SAVE leg-
islation and has begun
monthly meetings. The
panel consists of a school
board member, administra-
tors, a secretary, nurse,
head custodian, cook man-
ager, teacher aide, school
resource officer, parent,
and student. Objectives will
include annual review of the
district’s existing safety
plan, handling complaints
with regard to health and

safety, representation at an
annual visual inspection,
and participation in post-
construction inspections.

e Pioneer’s CDEP (com-
prehensive district educa-
tion plan) will be reviewed
and expanded with various
groups — including the
schools’ shared decision
making committees — very
much involved. CDEP is a
data-driven means of identi-
fying means to improve stu-
dent performance. In 2001,
the committee of citizens
and educators established
objectives of lowering spe-
cial education identification

92-

rates, increasing rates of
student attendances, and
boosting scores on state
standardized tests.

For information about
serving on the CDEP
committee, contact Dr.
Jeff Bowen at 716-492-
9304.

¢ The Key Communica-
tors Group is a panel of
stakeholders who will be
called upon to give opin-
ions, disseminate news,
and report community
trends, all with regard
to education. The group
is still in its formative
stage.



Innovations help fulfill middle school

-

student’s learning vision

e—

Pioneer Middle School 5th grader Dakota Coon takes a break from lessons in the classroom of Mrs. Mary
Jane Forsyth. His laptop screen duplicates what is shown and written on a large panel by his teacher,
allowing him to learn at the same pace as classmates.

ioneer School District
Phas always taken
pride in its ability to
identify, procure, and utilize
the new technologies that
will have positive impacts on
student achievement. In many
cases, the right tool is all that’s
needed to yield a story of stu-
dent success.

In the Pioneer Middle School
5th grade classroom of Mary
Jane Forsyth, an experiment
has been underway since the
start of school. All indications
are that this experiment is
having a dramatic effect on
the learning program of not
only student Dakota Coon, but
on his peers as well.

Dakota, who has partial
eyesight and is legally blind,
recently started using a laptop
computer with software that
can enlarge what he sees on
the screen. However, it’s what
he is able to see on the screen
that is causing all of the excite-
ment.

Mrs. Forsyth writes on a
large white panel known as a
SmartBoard. The SmartBoard
has the ability to not only act as
a large computer monitor but

convert what is written on it so
it can be displayed on desktop
computer monitors. Once the
material is on a desktop com-
puter, it can be viewed, printed,
converted to text, or e-mailed.

Pioneer is believed to be the
first school in Western New
York to use this particular
combination of technologies
to help a student extend his
abilities.

It all started last spring, when
Dakota’s case was referred for
a technology evaluation at the
University of Buffalo’s Center
for Assistive Technology. Pio-
neer director of computer oper-
ations Jill Holbrook attended
along with Dakota’s parents,
teachers and aides.

“We discussed ideas that
could really make a difference
in his learning. One of these
was being able to see math
problems.”

Mrs. Holbrook suggested a
SmartBoard, along with Syn-
cron-Eyes software that allows
the problems which are written
on the SmartBoard to auto-
matically appear on his laptop
screen. The computer has
software built in that enlarges

material on the screen.
Jennifer Izzo, teacher of the
blind and partially sighted,
said this represents a big
improvement over what had
previously been done.
“Without being able to send
what’s being written on the

board to Dakota’s laptop, an
aide would have had to be sit-
ting next to him taking notes.
That delay can cause a student
to fall behind.

“But now Dakota can follow
along without missing a beat,”
Mrs. Izzo continued. “He
picked it up so quickly. It is
really awesome.”

Mrs. Forsyth said she would
love to have the SmartBoard/
laptop combination in her
classroom all the time.

“It’s as if the chalkboard is on
his desk,” she said. “Especially
in math, if I write an example,
that’s something he’s able to
see right away that he couldn’t
before.”

Mrs. Forsyth said the rest of
her class also benefits.

“It’s like having a huge
computer monitor up front. It
makes the kids eager to partici-
pate. And if someone is absent
and needs yesterday’s notes, I
can provide a copy of the notes
for them.”

Dakota, a son of Ronald and
Heather Coon of Delevan, was
also similarly enthusiastic
about his new learning tools.

“T like it. I'm glad that they
could come up with this.
Between the board and my
new laptop, I'm able to keep
up better.”

Pioneer 5th
grade teacher
Mary Jane
Forsyth uses

a SmartBoard
in her class to
review for the
Nov. 17-18 state
exam in Social
Studies.




With a new

sehool vear well
umder way it is
apparent that our
temchers and students alike
are renewing their effors
io incorporate techrology
inie their curricula and
inte their evervday
classroom lives, Here are
just a few ol the ways that
the district is taking
advantage of the
technology available 1o
oir sealt, students, and
CORUTINILY .

Enhanced
School-to-Home
Communication

| w1 maonth
Pioaseser Central
hasted a display
boath @ the Mew
York Slate
Schanl Boards
Mszacialion
cimvenlion of the
Buftalo {onvention
Center. The
displuy [uvailable
for viewing at
htipsVsnipurl com'mys
highlighted our
ParentCOMNMEC]
database that allows
parciils o go enline lo
cheek up-to-date
information on their
children’s atlendunce,
discipline, and daily
grades. {There ane
currently 1,608 parenis
ising this communication
1ol As expected. the
convention ailendees were
quite impressed with this
service. However, they
were equally impressed
with the oiher

communication tool that

The TREK

Tuuhn::-l{hg]_.'
Pioneer Central

wirs showensed:
Classeomm weh pages that
tieachers have created and
posted on e Ploneer
wehsite. There anc
currently more than 90
tewcher web puges on our
wehsite., Visiiors o these
sites can find information
and fews [eoim e
clussroom. as well as links
tfor deramloading curment
haomework wssignmends!

——

Digital Cameras

With the recent passage
af the Mo Child Lefi
Behind {MCLE) act,
Pionecr has begun o place
special emphasis on
certain recommendations
outlimed in the legisldion
for the minimim
technolegy competencies
cxpocted of students,
Specifically, NCLR
suggests that all students
should be able 1o use a
digital camera before
lewving elementarny
school? To help our
students aftain this goal,
the district purchased

Ht.'!-i-l'l-urli.'l_'!i
Schools

additional digital comerns
for cach huilding. These
extr camerns help o
ensure that the technology
i availahie whenever a
tencher has a need for their
use im the classroom. For
cxample, students in Mrs.
Clester's Delevan
Elementery ¢lossromm
have been using digital
cameras to enhance a
lesson Unst entails wriling
adescription of a
certmin spod on
the school
grounds, drawing
a sketch of the
area, and then
taking digial
photoaraphs of
the spod ot regular
inervils w
document the
changes brought
about by the
passaie of time

Liwinye ovae of e new dieifal eamera

Excel Spreadsheets

NCLE also reguires
that siudents become
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ParentCONNECT, Teacher Websites, Wireless Laptop
Carts, Digital Cameras, and Excel Spreadsheets

proficient im the use of
spreadshects, and our staft
has also been addressing
that peed. In the
elementary buildings,
studeniz might use an
Excel spreadshest 1o gruph
the frequency of cach
color in a bag of M&Ms.
Bun in the Middle School,
technology teacher Ken
Wieczorek found a nowvel
way bo ncorposile
spreadshects into the
curriculum. kr
Wicceorek sraditionally
teaches 4 lesson on
Archimedes” Principle.
where students create
metal travs of virving
dimensions and then
check their buoyvancy.
Ihis year, however, the
students first created
Excel spreadshects,
including formulas tha
used the troy dimensions
to pre-determing whether
or ool the travs would
float. A grest way 1o
intcgrale iechnology into a
lesson!

My, Wicczorek 'y class warks on teir Excel

'a'ﬂl"nl'n"#hIH'.l-‘l"-‘



Grant, visit yield free books for Delevan students

The Sallie Mae Fund supports programs that foster
improved academic performance and help ensure that
students are prepared to enroll in college. One of these
programs is Reading Is Fundamental (RIF), which com-
bines the fund’s financial support with the volunteer efforts
of Sallie Mae employees.

Sallie Mae’s Leaders in Education Volunteer Program
provides paid time off for full-time Sallie Mae employees
to volunteer for K-12 education initiatives in their commu-
nity. During a recent visit to Delevan Elementary School,
Sallie Mae employees of Pioneer Credit Recovery read and
distributed books through RIF. This is the second year the
visits have taken place, with 20 PCR employees and 28
classrooms taking part.

RIF’s National Book Program motivates children, fami-
lies, and community members to read together through a
triad of principles basic to the entire RIF organization: book
ownership, motivational activities, and family involvement
in children’s reading.

This year’s donation of $3,000 will allow each of Delevan’s
460 students to receive free books during three visits by

Pioneer Credit Recovery employee John Schiener shares a book
with Delevan Elementary School students. PCR is a subsidiary
of Sallie Mae, which provides funding to Reading is Fundamental
(RIF), a family literacy program that provides free books to 5 million

PCR employees.

children a year.

Red Ribbon Week stressed service, citizenship

Delevan Elementary School cel-
ebrated Red Ribbon Week Oct. 25 to
29, in ways that honored acts of good
citizenship at school, in the commu-
nity, at home, and in our nation.

Students in the 3rd grade classrooms
of Miss Erica Wilson
and Mr. Tom Herman
showed their commit-
ment to the environ-
ment by holding a
clean-up walk around
the neighborhood to
collect garbage.

As part of 2nd grade
activities, teachers
presented a lesson on bulbs and plant-
ing, after which students were able to
plant bulbs outside the Delevan build-
ing. Their hard work will pay off in
the spring.

Kindergarten and 1st grade students
created a citizenship quilt, with each
child designing their own patch to be
used in a quilt for display.

Fourth grade students were heard
during morning announcements offer-
ing words of wisdom for the day.

Librarian Mrs. Marcia Tyrrell assem-
bled materials in the library and made
these available to staff. The materials
covered ways to discuss and encourage

citizenship among students.

In other Red Ribbon Week events:

¢ At Arcade Elementary, students
were asked to wear red on Wednes-
day to prompt awareness of drug
and alcohol abuse. All students were
asked to sign a pledge to care about
themselves and others, and to make
healthy choices. Red ribbons were
given out to all those students who
signed the pledge. Strong character
traits are also encouraged throughout
the year via Arcade’s Student of the
Week program.

¢ Pioneer Middle School held prize
drawings in which students earned
chances by participating in a daily
theme. Prizes included T-shirts,
water bottles, stuffed bears, and other
goodies.

¢ Pioneer High School started the
week by distributing “drug-free”
wristbands to all students during
homeroom, along with a specially
wrapped Twizzler candy. The wrist-
bands were to be worn all week, and
a slogan on both the wristband and
candy wrapper reinforced one of the
school’s themes this year, respect.
Also, daily announcements gave local
statistics on good decision-making
among youth in our communities.

-5-

Red Ribbon Week began in 1985 at
Calexico High School in California as a
way to honor slain U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Agent Enrique Camarena, a
Calexico graduate. One hundred
students signed the original pledge,
which is quite similar to those signed
by today’s students:

“We, the undersigned students of
Calexico High School, pledge in the
honor of Enrique Camarena, and
all others risking their Iives, to stop
the flow of drugs, to say no to drugs,
to encourage my friends to say no to
drugs, to provide support to others
who use drugs to help them learn to
say no to drugs, to become educated on
the dangers of drugs, and provide this
Information to my community.”

Since then, the Red Ribbon move-
ment to raise substance abuse aware-
ness has been celebrated by millions
of students and teachers, along with
community organizations, service
clubs, businesses, faith communities,
and law enforcement agencies. Today,
Red Ribbon Week is held in thousands
of schools and communities all across
America.



Middle school lists monthly
musicians of note

The following students were named
October’s musicians of the month at
Pioneer Middle School.

Zach Hyman

Zach has been chosen by Mr. Burch
because of his
dedication
to the band.
Zach is a clari-
net player. He
shows leader-
ship within his
section, and is
progressing
in his instru-
ment at an outstanding rate. Zach will
be auditioning for All-County band in
January playing a level III solo.

Jared Benkelman

Jared has been chosen as student of
the month by Mrs. Higgins and Mrs.
Brouse. Jared is involved in many
areas of the middle school music
department. He is in 6% grade chorus
and is a percussionist in the band. He
is also in general music this semes-
ter, and is very helpful and attentive
during class.
Jared is a dedi-
cated musi-
cian, and you
will definitely
see him in the
years to come
on all of the
Pioneer stages

in one capacity or another!

Jaclyn Ely

Jaclyn has been chosen as the 7
grade student of the month by Mrs.
Bailey. She plays violin in the orches-
tra, as well as
sings in the 7/8
chorus. Jaclyn
was chosen
because she is
a natural sec-
tion leader, and
shows initiative
by practicing
regularly. Jaclyn
has progressed
quite steadily in her instrument over
the years she has been playing.

Katelyn Howell

Katelyn was chosen by Mrs. Woolley
due to her playing ability, and leader-
ship within the 7/8 band. Katelyn plays
flute and piccolo in the band, as well
as helps younger
flute students
during their
band rehears-
als. Katelyn will
be auditioning
for Jr. High All-
county band in
January on a
level V solo. Good
luck Katelyn!

$Holivay
EConcert
Scheoule

e Wednesday, Dec. 8:
Arcade Elementary
choral concert, 7pm

e Thursday, Dec. 9:
Middle school choral
concert, 7pm

e Wednesday, Dec. 22:
High school band

concert,
7:30pm

e Thursday, Jan. 13:
High school choral
& orchestra winter
concert, 7pm

Five Sent to Area All-State

The Pioneer High School music department is proud to announce that
several students have been selected to participate in this year’s Zone

| Area All-State Senior High Music Festival. Paige Anderson, Taylor
Griffith and Jeffrey Cannon were chosen to perform in the chorus, while
Adam Slocum was chosen as a choral alternate. Michelle Keem will play
bassoon in the band. Students were selected for this honor through
teacher recommendation and their outstanding scores on individual
solos prepared and performed at competition last spring. Pioneer
students rehearsed and performed at SUNY Fredonia November 19 and
20, in King Concert Hall. Pictured are Michelle Keem, left, Adam Slocum,
Paige Anderson, Taylor Griffith, and Jeffrey Cannon.
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Proposals usher in Golden Age of Wireless carts

Throughout the 2004-2005 school year,
Pioneer Central School teachers will be
using state-of-the-art technology to
turn their classrooms into full-fledged
computer labs.

The combination of wireless network-
ing and mobile carts stocked with laptop
computers has prompted teachers to
come up with fun and innovative ways
to incorporate the technology into their
lessons, according to Pioneer director of
computer operations Jill Holbrook.

“We want to concentrate this technol-
ogy in the hands of teachers who are
committed to using it to support a rich
vision for learning. We plan to follow
up with these staff members to evaluate
the usage of wireless technology in order
to determine its value to our district in
the future.”

Each lab has 24 of the newest laptop
computers, providing access to the
Internet as well as any software that is
currently on the Pioneer server.

Teachers were asked by the Instruc-
tional Technology Services department
to develop proposals for use of the wire-
less carts in a way that supports cur-
riculum. Examples of this include how
technology is used in the workplace or as

a problem-solving tool. Proposals could
also illustrate the role of technology in
transforming a learning experience, or
how students develop and master spe-
cific computer skills and competencies.

Teachers who submitted wireless lab
proposals were asked to show how their
units met district and state learning
standards.

Some of the wireless cart proposals are
listed below:

¢ Pioneer Middle School health edu-
cation teacher Debi Lutz has used the
carts to help 8th grade students use the
Internet to access a nutrition website
to analyze diet and nutrition issues.
Among the areas being investigated
are fast food choices.

In another 8th grade unit, students
visited sites to gather drug informa-
tion to develop a drug resistance public
relations campaign. The students then
became advocates for a drug-free life-
style.

Mrs. Lutz also used the wireless labs
with her grade 5 and 6 students to visit
a life insurance website to estimate
their potential longevity based on cur-
rent health practices.

e Students of middle school social

School Support Program empowers

Pioneer High School’s School Support
Project was recently recognized as a
model program in New York State.

Members of the project had the oppor-
tunity to share their experiences and
best practices at the School Support and
School-Based Mental Health Programs
Training Event, held Nov. 16 in Albany..
It was sponsored by the state Depart-
ment of Education, the Office of Mental
Health, the Department of Health, and
Families Together in New York State.

The School Support Project is a col-
laborative effort between the Cattarau-
gus County Department of Community
Services and the Pioneer School District.
The partnership was formed in 2003
following the tragic loss of students to
suicides in 2002.

“The purpose of the program is to offer
school-based mental health and support
services to students who may have bar-
riers to learning,” said Sharon Huff,
assistant principal.

Barriers to learning include depres-
sion, anxiety, relationship problems,
emotional disorders, aggression toward
or from others, grief/loss, violence or

safety concerns and learning related
difficulties. The data suggests that this
program has proven to reduce barriers to
learning, and has resulted in improved
learning outcomes for students including
increased attendance rates, reduction
in individual discipline referrals and
increased graduation rates.

The success of this program has
resulted from the partnership with Cat-
taraugus County and other service pro-
viders, including the Children’s Mental
Heath Coalition and Families Together
in New York State Each agency is struc-
tured to provide for the individual needs
of students and families.

Mrs. Huff said the program offers
an array of services and supports,
including individual counseling, family
counseling and support, consultation
with school staff, crisis intervention,
lethality assessment, and referral for
psychiatric consultation. To date, over
78 individual students and their families
have received services.

“This program differs from many
others in that services to students
are able to be provided directly in the

-8-

studies teachers Jim Woolley and Maura
Birdd used the wireless labs to study
and compile information on immigra-
tion. They researched various websites
regarding culture and lifestyles of people
in the 1920s, and focused part of their
study on Western New York history with
the Pan-American Exposition of 1901.

¢ Pioneer High School teacher Dave
Reling is utilizing the wireless labs in
conjunction with a distance learning
unit on meteorology. Students use
real-time weather data and computer
models from the Internet to produce
weather forecasts, comparing the vari-
ous products that are available. Using
and contrasting the forecasting tools also
builds an understanding of the physics
behind these models and how the atmo-
sphere works.

e High school photography teacher
Renee Weber is instructing students
in the use of Adobe Photoshop software
on the wireless laptops to create digital
compositions. Students are gaining
additional knowledge in scanning, digi-
tal camera use, and research, yielding
a visual record of creativity through
technology.

Students, families

school,” she continued. “This alone has
been instrumental in increasing the
availability of services to students.”

In addition to improved access to ser-
vices, supports are integrated within
existing school resources to better coor-
dinate and provide for the academic,
social and emotional needs of students,
to improve learning outcomes for stu-
dents.

The School Support Program is
intended to be a collaborative effort that
integrates the provision of services with
other programs within Pioneer, includ-
ing A-OK, Character Education, guid-
ance counseling, the School Resource
Team and the Student Support Team,
in order to provide a continuum of sup-
port and services to students.

“Together we strive to meet the needs
of our students, families, staff and com-
munity,” said Mrs. Huff.

Please contact Jim Breen, Social
Worker, at 716 492-9341, or Suzanne
Pettie, Family Support Worker, at 716
492-9329, if you have specific questions
with regards to services for you or your
family.



