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New programs, initiatives under
way as Pioneer starts 2006-2007

he students and
teachers are back,
and learning

once again is the focus
as Pioneer Central
School begins its 40th
year of serving the
education needs of our
communities.

The 2006-07 year
began with staff
development on Sept.

1. Board of Education
president Steven
Markham welcomed
employees with remarks
inpuenced by Thomas
Friedmanis best-selling
book, iThe World Is
Flat.o

fiwe critically need to
turn attitude and focus
on education in the

U.S.,0 said Mr. Markham.

fiThe lack of leadership
from Albany and
Washington leaves that
responsibility squarely
on the shoulders of the
local school districts. At
Pioneer, it is essential
that the education we
provide our students is

not fvanillai.o

On Sept. 5, Pioneerts
traditional Parent-
Student-Teacher
Orientation set the stage
for the home-school
connections that are
so vital to academic
achievement.

This yearfs orientation
featured several free
workshops for parents of
middle and high school
students. The workshops
dealt with such topics
as adolescent behavior,
Internet safety, and teen
drug and alcohol abuse.

A new pre-
kindergarten program
at Arcade and Delevan
elementary schools
heads the list of exciting
developments at the start
of 2006-07. About 70
students will attend the
program, gaining the
social and learning skills
they will need for later
SUCCeSS.

Pioneer has formed
a committee to consider

capital improvements.
This yx-it project will
keep the district safe,
energy efycient, and
serving the needs of
children for decades to
come. The committee
is scheduled to make a
recommendation to the
Board of Education later
this fall.

A new web page, at
www.pioneerschools.

Arcade Elementary teacher Madeline Hall, left, greets
Keith, Kyle, and Kendall Jirak, along with mom Karen
Jirak, during orientation.

org, made its debut over
the summer, and gives
users access to more
information than ever
before. Teacher web
pages are standardized
and have more organized
content. A registration p
feature allows visitors ‘-\
to receive email and text)
message updates when = !

changes occur in theirj
favorite sections.
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New committee looks at capital improvements

Pioneer School District
would receive 95 percent
state reimbursement on
any capital improvement
project it undertakes this
year, according to school
ofvcials.

A Capital Project
Committee has held its
yrst meetings and has
toured district facilities.
The committee consists of
22 school administrators,
board members, teachers,
community members,
support staff, and building
custodians.

The committee is
working with architects
Gordon Jones Associates
on evaluating a list of
district-wide capital
improvements designed
to keep Pioneer a safe

Ploneer now In the pre-k

The students ride the
bus to school and they
report to their classroom,
where a teacher and her
assistant greet them with

and energy efycient place
for children to learn in
the decades to come. A
statement of purpose and
a proposed timeline for
the fiyx-ito plan are also
under consideration for
adoption.

Building condition
surveys conducted in
the last two years have
indicated areas of health
and safety that need to be
brought into compliance
with state and federal
regulations. At the same
time, Pioneerts aging
infrastructure must be
addressed to avoid costly
emergency yxes.

Capital Project
Committee members
are in the process of

Families were invited
to apply for the program,
then a lottery was held to
determine which families
would be served. The

open arms. = program is
Once everyone i ‘ divided into
settles in,  two, 2-1/2
the learning L™ hour sessions
begins. at both Arcade
Just like and Delevan
any Pioneer \ ! schools.
classroom? Transportation

Not exactly. Pioneerfs
pre-kindergarten program
helps is aimed at giving
4-year-olds the start they
need to be successful in
school.

Earlier this year,
Pioneer received enough
funding ($114,000) to
get a program started
for about 35 youngsters.
Later, the grant was
doubled, meaning the
district could increase
participation up to 70.

is by vans provided by
Laidlaw Inc.

So how is it going so
far?

fiwe have a great
group of kids in our new
pre-kindergarten,0 said
coordinator Terry Grajek.
fiThey are becoming
very familiar with their
surroundings. They have
time in the library, the
cafeteria, and the play
areas.

fiFrom a learning

examining yrsthand all
priority projects identiyed
in Pioneerts building
condition survey in 2004.
Limited additional items
for the project®ones
clear of practical need or
educational valuedwill
be considered along with
all fiyx-itd items by the
committee.

fiUndertaking
the project now has
substantial vnancial
advantages for the district
and its residents,0 said
superintendent Jeffrey
Bowen. fiCurrently the
district has a 95 percent
aid ratio on State
Education Department-
approved capital
construction items, one of

Indergarten

standpoint, we stress
literacy, even at this
point,0 said Mrs. Grajek.
fiBut things as simple
as walking in a line and
listening to rules are
covered. Often this is
these kidsf yrst experience
with group learning.

The right teachers can
make all the difference
in a pre-kindergarten
program.

fiwe are lucky to have
two wonderful teachers,0
said Mrs. Grajek. iJanet
Campana (Arcade)
worked for our Even Start
program and developed
the pre-K curriculum.
And Joanne Lenahan
(Delevan) was the owner
and director of her own
child care center for 15
years, along with being a
certived teacher.0

In accordance with the
grant that funded pre-

the highest in the state.o

In addition, a newly
enacted state aid
provision called Excel
entitles the district
to receive about $2.1
million once the project
beginsofurther reducing
the obligation of local
taxpayers. This money can
be used for incidentals
that otherwise might not
be covered by regular
building aid. Excel aid
also has the advantage of
being usable to pay the
up-front costs of a capital
project.

The committee
will share its
recommendations with
the Board of Education
later in the fall.

business

kindergarten at Pioneer,
several students have been
funded for services at two
community-based child
care centers. The district
program also provides for
parent involvement.

fiwe have parent
interactive time in the
classrooms during
school hours, and we are
also planning a similar
evening program,o said
Mrs. Grajek. fiOur special
events calendar is also
ylling up with events for
our families.o

For more information
about the overall Pioneer
pre-kindergarten, call
716 492-9454. For
information about daily
operations at the school
level, contact the relevant
building principal or pre-
kindergarten teacher.
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Grant to help integrate district with mental health programs

Pioneer School
District is the recipient
of a $190,000, 18-month
grant to integrate schools
and mental health
systems.

The district retooled
its application from last
year, and this year was
one of only 20 schools
nationwide to receive the
grant.

According to
superintendent Jeffrey
Bowen, the purposes
of the grant include
enabling Pioneer to
fidevelop protocols for
each of our four schools to
communicate information
about and to connect
students and their
families to mental health
resources and supports

within the region.o

Additional objectives
include the training of
staff to identify and refer
students with mental
health issues, and to
reduce discipline and
suspension rates by
focusing on the role of
counseling and support
to address mental health
issues and crises.

The district learned
about the grant award
from the ofvce of Sen.
Charles Schumer.

Under the grant,
emphasis will be placed
on networking existing
resources rather than on
new or direct services to
students.

Kay Kilburn, director
of Pioneerfs A-OK

Program, will lead this
initiative for the district.
Jim Breen, who heads a
mental health counseling
effort at Pioneer High
School, played a key role
in developing the grant
proposal, as did high
school principal Sharon
Huff.

Pioneer has partnered
with community
agencies such as the
Cattaraugus County
Health Department and
the Healthy Community
Alliance in providing
mental health and
counseling services
to students and their
families.

The plan calls for
greater utilization

of the Cattaraugus
County Department of
Community Servicesh
fiBuddy Systemo referral
protocol. An intended
outcome of the project
is to increasedfrom 5
percent to 95 percentdthe
percentage of teachers,
administrators and
professionals who
are trained to make
appropriate referrals to
mental health services.
Other goals of the
project include increasing
the number of students
who gain access to mental
health services, and to
reduce the number of
suspensions and ofyce
discipline referrals by 5
percent.

Students bnd Advanced Studies classes to their credit

Accelerated college
enrollment (ACE)
programs are paying off
for Pioneer High School
students in helping them
earn college credits at a
greatly reduced tuition
rate.

Ofvcials from Genesee
Community College (GCC)

recently gave Pioneer
an update on students
involved in Advanced
Studies, College Today,
or College Tech Prep

programs offered through

the college. In addition,
the ofycials praised the

staff and faculty members

who had participated in

offering the courses.
GCC ofvcials said that
during 2005-2006:

A 139 Pioneer students
took part in ACE

A 602 total credit hours

were earned
A Advanced Studies
tuition totalled

A representative from
Genesee Community
Collegeis Accelerated
College Enrollment (ACE)
programs ofyce will be
visiting Pioneer High
School in September to
discuss college credit
opportunities available to
students through GCC.

The deadline for
registration is October

13,2006. LATE
REGISTRATIONS
WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.

A minimum of $50
deposit per course
is required with
each registration.
Registrations without
the deposit will be sent
back to student.

Total payment ($48

Advanced Studies fall courses: Itds
not too late to apply

per credit hour, or
$144 for three-credit
courses, and $192 for
four-credit courses)
is due by January 1,
200/,

For more
information, contact
your guidance
counselor, or call the
ACE programs ofyce at
(585) 345-6801.

$28,896
A The equivalent GCC

tuition totalled
$68,026, a savings of
$39,130

A Equivalent SUNY
tuition totalled
$108,962, a savings of
$80,066

A The equivalent
amount of private
school tuition was
$355,180, a savings of
$326,284

For more information
about Advanced Studies
opportunities, please
contact the Pioneer High
School Guidance Ofvce
(716 492-9337).

PIONEER SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS

w




Project Lead the Way
debuts at High School

Project Lead the Way
(PLTW), a national effort
to allow students to explore
careers in engineering, will
make its debut at Pioneer
High School this fall.

High school technology
teacher Don Kress recently
returned from two weeks
of training at Rochester
Institute of Technology
(RIT). Mr. Kress took part
in the yrst of many classes
that will certify him as a
PLTW teacher.

PLTW involves a
four-year sequence of
courses, which when
combined with college
prep mathematics and high
school science courses,
introduces students to the
scope, rigor and discipline
of engineering and
engineering technology
prior to entering college.

The courses that will
be available to Pioneer
students are:

A Introduction to
Engineering Design

A Digital Electronics

A Principles of
Engineering

A Computer Integrated
Manufacturing

A Civil Engineering and
Architecture

A Biotechnical
Engineering (in
development)

A Aerospace Engineering
(in development)

A Engineering Design
and Development

Students who
successfully complete the
program can be awarded
college credit through RIT.

Mr. Kress will begin
teaching PLTW in his
Design and Drawing
for Production course.
Students will learn about
engineering design and
use a new state-of-the-art
computer program known
as Autodesk Inventor.
fiThis is an exciting
and powerful three-
dimensional modeling
package,0 said Mr. Kress.

Kudos for food service at
Delevan Elementary

The New York State Education Department recently
honored the food service staff at Delevan Elementary School

for its exemplary work.

The departmentis reviewer issued a School Meals Initiative
Review following a visit last May, noting that the schoolis
standardized recipes were complete and that recipe and
production records were used appropriately and accurately.

fiwe commend you and your staff on your excellent work,0
the report stated. fiPlease continue to use these documents in
the manner in which they are currently being used.o

The school received a rating of fiwell doned for having
shown a signiycant reduction in sodium.

The report continued, iYour results were good, and
those of us at the New York State Child Nutrition Program
Administration would like to commend you and your staff
for your hard work and dedication to serving your students
a variety of delicious and nutritious food. Please convey our
thanks to your staff for their assistance.o

PROJECTORS: COMING TO A
CLASSROOM NEAR YOU

Pioneer School District has undertaken an initiative
to install multimedia LCD projectors in every high school
and middle school classroom during 2006-2007.

According to director of computer operations Jill
Holbrook, the projector plan
took wing after ofycials
attended the National
Educators Computer
Conference this past
July.

fiResearch has shown
that students who are
engaged learners have lower
discipline rates, better attendance and higher
achievement,0 said Mrs. Holbrook. fiStudies have
also indicated that technology in the classroom enhances
student engagement.

ALCD projectors provide a technology which supports
teachers in the act of teaching, empowering them to
enhance teaching and engage students. An additional
fact which led to this project was that research indicates
that those teachers who have technology in the classroom
installed and ready for use are 84 percent more likely to
use it in their instruction.o

Pioneer has been utilizing multimedia opportunities,
such as video streaming, web quests, and video
conferencing, to great success. iWe are conydent that
this will enable teachers to use these resources more
effectively,0 said Mrs. Holbrook.

Installation will occur during evening hours. Priority
will be given to classrooms in which a teacher reserved
mobile LCD projectors more than 10 times last year.

ASBESTOS INFORMATION

The Pioneer Central School District consists of four
buildings: Arcade Elementary, Delevan Elementary,
Pioneer Middle School and Pioneer High School. The
buildings are used for the purpose of student instruction.
Each of the buildings has VINYL ASBESTOS FLOOR TILE
(VAT).

This pooring is maintained in proper fashion under the
established guidelines to assure a safe environment for all
building occupants. Each building maintains a copy of the
ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN (AMP); in addition
copies of the AMP are available for review in the District
Ofyce, located in the High School building.

As per regulations, the AHERA HAZARD EMERGENCY
RESPONSE ACT TRIENNIAL INSPECTION REPORT
was conducted in June 2004. The required 6 month
surveillances are performed in January and July each year
and the documentation of the surveillance yndings are
recorded in the AMP for the continual assessment of the
condition of the poor tile. At the present time there are no
planned asbestos abatement projects in any of the district
buildings.

If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact
Lon Owens at the Pioneer Middle School, (716) 492-9388.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
REGARDING PESTICIDE USE

New York State Education Law Section 409-
H, effective July 1, 2001, requires all public and
nonpublic elementary and secondary schools
to provide written notiycation to all persons in
parental relation, faculty, and staff regarding the
potential use of pesticides periodically throughout
the school year. The Pioneer Central School
District is required to maintain a list of persons
in parental relation, faculty, and staff who wish
to receive 48-hour prior written notiycation of
certain pesticide applications. The following
pesticide applications are not subject to prior
notiycation requirements:

* a school remains unoccupied for a continuous
72 hours following an application;

= anti-microbial products;

= nonvolatile rodenticides in tamper resistant
bait stations in areas inaccessible to children;

= nonvolatile insecticidal baits in tamper
resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to
children;

= silica gel and other nonvolatile ready-to-use
pastes, foams, or gels in areas inaccessible to
children;

~ boric acid and disodium octaborate
tetrahydrate;

 the application of EPA designated
biopesticides;

 the application of EPA designated exempt
materials under 40CFR152.25;

~ the use of aerosol products with a directed
spray in containers of 18 puid ounces or less
when used to protect individuals from an
imminent threat from stinging and biting
insects including venomous spiders, bees,
wasps, and hornets.

In the event of an emergency application
necessary to protect against an imminent threat
to human health, a good faith effort will be made
to supply written notiycation to those on the
48-hour prior notiycation list. If you would like
to receive 48-hour prior notiycation of pesticide
applications that are scheduled to occur in your
school, or for further information on these
requirements, please contact:

Lon Owens, Pesticide Representative

Pioneer Central School District

P.O. Box 579

Yorkshire, NY 14173

716-492-9388

716-492-9417 (FAX)

BOCESi USDA GRANT FURNISHES
DISTANCE LEARNING TECHNOLOGY

A U.S. Department of Agriculture grant meant to
improve the distance learning capabilities of rural school
districts has help bring related new technology to Pioneer
Central School.

According to Jill Holbrook, Pioneer director of
computer operations, both Arcade and Delevan received
Polycom units. These mobile videoconferencing carts can
be rolled into any classroom with a computer network
connection, and can enable the two-way exchange of
audiovisual information.

Each Polycom cart has a camera and projector, along
with related equipment and software to facilitate distance
learning. Any teacher, administrator, or student could
learn to use the Polycom with very little training.

In addition, the distance learning lab at Pioneer Middle
School also received an upgrade through the grant.

fiWe have many requests to use the Polycoms
throughout 2006-2007,0 said Mrs. Holbrook. For
instance, a Spanish class could videoconference in real
time with a similar class anywhere in the world.

The grant was originally received by Cattaraugus-
Allegany BOCES in November 2004, and was
implemented throughout 2005-2006.

PIONEER PRO FOOD COLLECTIONS
TO HELP SENIORS IN CRISIS

Pioneer PRO, a student service organization based at
Pioneer High School, has been contacted by the Wyoming
County Ofyce for the Aging and Wyoming County Youth
Bureau to help collect food donations for needy senior
citizens.

The Ofyce for the Aging would assemble bags
containing enough food for two days worth of meals.
When a senior calls in crisis, ofycials will distribute the
bags immediately, then work with the person to alleviate
the situation.

Pioneer PRO will coordinate a food drive that lasts until
Oct. 3. According to director Kathy Morris, this drive
will replace the campaign normally conducted by PRO at
Thanksgiving.

Anyone interested in helping may call 716 492-9300
ext. 1345.

DISTRICT CALENDARS AVAILABLE
IN BUSINESS OFFICE

Anyone needing a 2006-2007 Pioneer distric calendar
may call 716 492-9301, or request one in personjat the

schoolis business ofyce inside Pioneer High Schaol.
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