THIS JUST IN:

The Pioneer High
School Guidance
DOffice is sponsoring
prep classes for the
new SAT (Scholastic
Aptitude Test) geared
toward college-bound
students.

The classes will be
held Monday, April 25,
and Wednesday, April
27, at the distance
learning room adja-
cent to the high school
library media center.
Time is from &:00 to 9:
00 purm,

Cost is 520,00 per
student, which covers
the cost of the SAT
prep book which is
used in the dass.

Gpace is limited, 5o
students are asked to
sign up early. Only
students who pay at
the time of registration
will be considered for
this class; no sign-ups
will be accepted at the
time of the class.

Deadline is April 8.
For more infarmation
contact the high sdhool
guidance office at 718
492-9339,
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Common start/end time okayed

for Pioneer Middle School

hen the 2005-
2006 school year
starts at Pioneer,

one of the biggest changes
will be a single start and
end time for all students at
Fioneer Middle School.

The Pioneer Board of Edu-
cation formally endorsed the
change at its March 1 meet-
ing. Since the middle school
opened in 1975, 5th and &th
graders have started and
ended their daily routines
about an hour later than
their 7th and 2th grade
peers.

Middle-level and district-
wide planning committees
have been working on a
common start time for
grades 5-8 since last fall
Groups of parents, teach-
ers, and administrators
have been meeting to look
into a unified middle school
schedule, and in January
recommended a commaon
start and end time for all
middle scheool grades.

The groups determined
that a commaen schedule
better corresponded with
state Education Depart-
ment guidelines for middle
schiools. Education advan-

tages included increased
instructional time for
grades 5/&, as well as the
implementation of leaming
goals aooss all grades.

The district would save
time and money in the area
of transportation, and dupli-
cation and conflicts would
be avoided inm services and
progr@ams.

Under the proposal, stu-
dents in grades 5-12 would
be transported in a single
run. Principal Ravo Root

said a survey conducted
among area middle school
principals indicated few
problems with mixing
middle and high school
students on the same bus
runs.

To address parent con-
cerns about the changes,
several recommendations
have been built into the
plan. These include having
Sth and &th grade students

Continuad on Page 2

Heart-y Visit to The Pines

handmade Yalenfinea.

Delevan Elemeantary studenta of Mrs. Debra Forksy and Mra.
Gollean Clestar made a recent vigit to The Pinea in Machiza,
parforming 2ongs for the residents and presenting them with

)
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Common start time  contiwed from pags 1

sit near the front on buses,
moving the start time for
middle and high school stu-
dents to slightly later, and
maintaining after-schaool
programs at the middle
school to help parents deal
with a shortened after-
Moo,

Mr. Root noted that a
common start time for the
middle school does net
change the length of day for
any students at Pioneer. He
also stressed that the exact

start and end times for the
schools have yvet to be deter-
mined.

Mot only will instructional
time inaease for students in
grades 5 and &, but there will
be more time for those stu-
dents to get academic help
after school. With teachers
on one schedule, there are
maore opportunities for them
to meet by grade level and
subject area.

The shift of the middle

school to a common start

time will also help students
avoid two transitions. Cur-
rently, students transition
to grade 5, and face another
adjustment when they reach
grade 7.

The plan also means
middle and high schoal
students would start their
days at a different time
— perhaps 15 minutes
later — than when they
currently do. The elemen-
tary schedule would remain

Annual Pioneer musical, “Oklahoma!”,

One of Americas all-time
classic musicals will be
staged by the Pioneer Music
Department on April 8, 9,
and 10, when Rodgers and
Hammerstains "Oklahomal”
is staged at Pionesr High
Schoal,

Show times are Friday,
April 8, and Saturday, April
9, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday,
April 10, at 2:00 porm. Admis-
sion is 55.00 for adults and
$3.00 for students and
seniors, with tickets avail-
able atthe door.

"Oklahoma!® has been pre-
sented three times before at
Pioneer — in 1970-71, 1981-
82, and 1993-94,

Whan it debuted an Broad-
way in 1943, "Oklahomal”
wias innovative in its use of
drama, music, and dance to
tell its story. It also marked
the start of Richard Rodgers
and Oscar Hammerstein's
collaborative relationship.

The musical is set in the
Indian Territory (now Okla-
hioma), during the land rush
of 1907, Laurey (Paige Ander-
son), with the help of her
Aunt Eller {Taylor Griffith],
is managing the family farm.
She has two suitors: charm-
ing cowboy Curly McLain
(Adam Slocum) and farm-
hand Jud Fry (Jeremy Kill-
ingbeck). Though she favours
Curly, to spite him she agrees

Pionear High School seniors Paige Anderacn {Laursy] and Tim

Hager (Will Parker) rehaaras for the music departmeant’s production
of “Oklahomal”, coming up April 8, 8, and 10.

to let Jud drive her to the box
lunich social.

Meanwhile, Will Parker
(Tim Hager) has returned
from Kansas City where he
has wan %50 in & stear roping
contest and plans to claim
man-crazy Ado Annie (Lind-
say Bucholtz) as his bride.
Her father, Andrew Carnes
(leff Cannon), has told him
that if he ever had that much
money she would be his.
Unfortunately, Will has spent
the money on presents, and
is broke again. Carmnes insists
Annie marry Ali Hakim (Jeff
Dorfman), the peddler whao
has been pursuing her Ali

Hakim is not interested in
marriage.

Curly visits Jud and tries
to discourage him, but the
rivalry intensifies. Laurey,
believing in the "Elixir of
Egypt® bought from the ped-
dler, sniffs it and has a dream
that helps her make up her
mind.

At the box lunch social,
while farm people and cattle
folk socialize, Ali Hakim goes
to great lengths to ensure
that Will is once more worth
$50. Jud and Curly engage in
a bidding war in the auction
for Laurey’s lunch basket
(and her company at lunch)
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similar to what is currently
in place. This is due to the
time saved by eliminating
the bus runs between the
elementary schools and the
middle schaoal.

*Students will benafit from
the new time structure in so
many ways — academically,
socially, emotionally,” said
Mr. Root. “Parents played a
key role in getting us to this
point, and they'll play a key

role in implementation”

1s April 8-10

and Curly proves his love by
selling everything he owns
to win.

Later, at the dance, Laurey
spums Jud’s advances, which
provokes a confromtation that
results in Jud's dismissal
and banishment from her
ranch. 5he and Curly admit
their love and they agree to
MarTy.

Ado Annie and Will, with
Ali Hakim out of the picture,
reconcile and promise to be
true to each other.

Laurey and Curly marry,
and during the shivaree
that follows, Jud returns
and provokes a fight. In the
scuffle, he is killed with his
own knife. Curly is tried on
the spot, pleads self-defence,
and is acquitted.

“Oklahomal” features such
familiar musical numbers
as “0Oh What a Beautiful
Morning,” "The Surrey With
the Fringe on Top,” and the
title song. About 150 Pio-
near students from all grade
lewels are invalved in the pro-
duction, which is directed by
Wyn Roll, Ron Tyrrell, and
Liz Wascak.

A special senior citizen
performance of "Oklahomal®
happens Wednesday, April
&, at 4:00 p.m. Admission is
free, and refreshments will
be sarved.



Whether its criminal jus-
tice, conservation, diesel
mechanics, or cosmetology,
about 70 Pioneer High
School juniors and seniors
are getting a taste of careers
while eaming the academic
credits they will need to
graduate.

These students attend
the Career and Technical
Education Center at Ellicot-
tville, part of Cattaraugus-
Allegany BOCES. Pioneer
is one of 22 C-A BOCES
component districts.

Every school day, Pioneers
BOCES students take a
half-hour bus ride to the
center. There then spend
about two hours getting
the specialized vocational
training for which BOCES
has long been famous.

Scott Bartz of Strykersville
is a senior who is finishing
his second year in BOCES'
conservation program. He
is the son of Allen and
Debbie Bartz.

*Coming to BOCES helps
me get better at things
| already know, such as

FOCUS: Pioneer's BOCES Connection
Career and technical training suits

these high school students just fine

Already familiar with driving a dump truck through his consareation
studiea at BOCES, Seott Bartz would like to find a job matching thoss

akills follywing graduation.

running equipment,” Scott
said. *The instructors, Mr.
Sonner and Mr. Steinbroner,
are friendly and willing to
help”

Scott, whose brother and
sister also attended BOCES,
would like to drive a 10-
wheeled dump truck for a
living, and possibly start his
own business some day.

As a diesel mechanics
student, senior Gary Beres
already has a leg up on
his future plans
of attending UTI
Technical College
in Chicago. He
wlll study auto,
diesel, and indus-
trial mechanics.

"My teacher,
Mr. David Thiel,
helped me decide

Pignaer sanior Gary
Barasa ia anrolled in
diessl machanica
at the Ellicottvilla
BOGES canter,

and anticipates
furtharing his
education in
Chicago next fall.

that this is the direction I'd
like to take" said Gary, who
plans to be a mechanic some
day. °l like BOCES because
we get towork onthings”
Gary has an internship
through BOCES at Mike's

cer in her future work. She
has been enrolled in the
criminal justice program at
Ellicottville for two years.

"My teacher, Mr. Tim
Emley, is awesome” said
Heather. "He teaches us
about penal law and sketch-
ing and photographing
crime scenes. 'C51°is regu-
larviewing in our class”

Heather, the daughter of
Robert Mosher and Dale
Kruse, said she appreci-
ates the smaller class size
and one-on-one attention
BOCES provides.

Perhaps the longest dis-
tance BOCES relationship
belongs to Lindsay Gebauer
of Bliss, who lives nearly 40
miles from the Ellicottville
Center.

A senior, Lindsay is a
daughter of Pat Gebauer
and Mark Gebauer. She

Transmissions in Machias,
where he spends up to 10
hours a week putting his
classroom training into
practice. Gary is the son
of Gary and Sandy Beres of
Machias.

If Heather Mosher of
Arcade has her way, she will
be a parole or probation offi-
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is a cosmetology student,
learning skills she can
fall back on if her plans to
become an X-ray technician
are delayed.

“| emjoy coming to BOCES
because my classmates are
so friendly” Lindsay said.
*This type of learning is a
better fit for me.”



st graders stage message of peace in words and music

The Arcade Elementary School 1st
grade presentad a musical program
entitled *Teaching Peace” on Feb, 17,

The performance consisted of poams
and songs that taught children and
adults about the importance of getting

“Taaching Peace™
was prasenisd live
on atage as the
annual 18t grade
play at Arcads
Elemsntary School.

along and helping =adch other feel spe-
cial. The children made decorations for

the stage and the hallway near their
classrooms, and consisted of childrens
faces, peace signs, and rmulticultural
children holding hands. Students from

the classes of Mrs. Carol Bojanowski,
Mrs. Pam Kaminski, Mr. Mark Kehl,
and Mrs. Kathy Vetter joined together
im such songs as "These are Places of
the World,” "Hoaoray For the World ©
*l Think You're Wonderful” and "Say
Hi® The song "See Me Beautiful® was
accompanied by a touching Power-
point presentation showing all of the
1st grade children. The slideshow
was compiled by Mrs. Vetter, and the
musical direction was conducted by
M. Kehl,

High school names
Top 10 seniors

Kristina Conroy is the valedictorian
and Katherine Bailey is the salutato-
rian of the Pioneer High School Class
of 2005,

Kristina is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Conroy of Java Center,
and Katherine is the daughter of

The remainder of the top 10 seniors
in alphabatical order:

Faige Anderson, Amanda Czesak,
Leticia Czesak, Cameron Fraser,
Thomas Koepf, Brennan Payne, Eliza-
beth Simon, and Lydia Zientek.

Arcade students get lesson 1n health}; eatmg

Several classes at Arcade Elemen-
tary School enjoyed a tasty classroom
activity recently, designed to get stu-
dents thinking about nutrition in the
things they eat.

On Feb. 10, representatives from
the Healthy Community Alliance
— a coalition of which Pioneer Central
School is a member — held a program
about the benefits of healthy snacking.
Students heard a story and took part
in a discussion, then sampled several
healthy snacks.

Some of the taste treats included
fresh fruits and vegetables, low fat
yogurt and dips, and water. Students
were reminded to try to include five to
nine servings of fruits and wegetables
in their everyday diet. Parents can
help by allowing their children to
assist in preparing these foods for
snacks or meals, and to teach them
to read nutritional labeling on food
packaginig.

Studenta in the Arcads Elamentary School primary team clasaroon of Mra. Charyl Galvin
taks part in a Fit & Fun haalthy snack tasting program apenaored by the Haalthy Community

Allianca.
4.



‘Edwina’ serves up laughs, advice at Middle School

This year's Pioneer
Middle School
musical, “Dear

Edwina,” was a tuneful
“tour-de-fork™” that
thoroughly entertained
the large crowds who
attended a trio of
performances. It also
apotlighted the many
talented cast members
who proved they
have enough acting
and musical ability to
warm hearts and steal
the show.

Maintenance report complete

The Pioneer Board of Education recently received a report on
a sudy of the district"s maintenance operations.

A the March 1 board meeting, George Perry and William Gorgos
of the Hew York State Association of School Business Officials
(HYSASBD) presented a summary of a study they conducted on
Fiznesrs maintenance operations. The report contained detailed
profiles on the cost of maintenance on a per-square-foot basis
throughout the district’s facilities, and provided comparisons
on staffing levels based on the size and types of buildings at
Fionesr,

The report concluded that all Pioneer facilities are within a

[ 3
faworable range of maintenance staffing, based in part on state Afg.haﬂi St:’iﬂ B'Dl.lﬂd

Education Department formulas for those criteria. It also stated

that building occupants are generally pleased with the cleanli- Dalevan Elsmentary kindergarten teacher Jan Simons helpa
ness and upkeep of Pioneer facilities, and that the maintenance students Breanna Haley, Christopher Flood, and Julianna Davia
program is supported with state-of-the-art systems and equip- stack 83 boxea of achool suppliss destined for Afighanistan.
ment. U.5. Army Spc. Ed Rung, a formar Delevan student, haz
The report recommended several areas of improvement, and worked toward starting a school in the war-torn country, and
Board of Education membsers were provided with a full warsion of the entire community has responded with donations over
the study on which to base any future decisions in this area. the last aeveral months. Federal Expresa agraed to ship the
A summary of the study is available at www.pioneer. ftama owerseas.
wriyTic.org
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Honors lab aims to boost 8th grade achievement

Fioneer Middle School 8th grade
students on the merit or honaor roll
who have not received a disciplinary
referral during the current manth
are eligible to attend the new Honors
Leaming Lab in the cafeteria.

The honars lab is designed to reward
those students who have acted respon-
sibly both academically and behaviar-
ally. Because the lab is in the cafete-
ria, studerts are able to spread out and
complete their work in @ manner that
is conducive to learning.

Students are allowed to bring snacks,
work in small groups, or listen to their
portable music as long as they do not

disturb others.

"The idea is to provide students
with a relaxed, enjoyable, studious
environment for them to complete
their wark in” said principal Ravo
Root. “It is easy to spend all of your
time and effort on those students not
exhibiting positive behaviors or effort.
We will continue spending time and
effort acknowledging those students
who excel academically and behav-
ioralhy.

"By acknowledaing positive behaw-
iors, we hope to encourage more and
more students to achieve excellence

both behaviorally and academically”
Mr. Root added.

Supervision of the honors lab is
provided by administrators, guidance
counselors, the school resource officer,
and a social worker. The lab provides
an opportunity for staff to interact with
and get to know the students as they
complete their work. It also reduces
the number of students in classrooms
during learning lab time. This allows
team teachers the opportunity to pro-
vide students with a greater amount of
individual assistance as they complete
their work.

Froneer again schools WINY maple producers

by Molly Blizs, Pionasr FFA Raporisr

Despite the terrible snowstorm that
plastered the area on Jan. 22, 100 people
from near and far traveled to Pioneer
High School in Yorkshire to participate
in the Annual Western Mew York Maple
Schoal,

Throughout the morning and after-
noon, maple producers were given the
chance to listen to numerous guest
speakers and presenters, as well as
participate in workshops related to
maple production. Courses coverad a
wide range of topics — from media and
communication technigues to cost man-
agement and improving syrup quality.

Fioneer FFA members and advisors
were very busy throughout the day,
ensuring the success of the event.
Members helped with setup, registra-

tion, and assisting the participants
in finding their workshops. Sewveral
FFAers stayed busy in the former Home
and Careers kitchen all day, cooking and
serving the guests a pancake lunch. The
maple syrup for the lunch was provided
by the Western Mew York Maple Pro-
ducers Association. At the end of the
day, FFA members were even given the
opportunity to participate in @ maple
candy-making dermonstration.

Pioneer FFA and the Western New
York Maple Producers send heartfelt
thanks to all of the maple producers and

other guests who "braved the elements”

and traveled out in the weather Once
again, just like its previous four years
at Pioneer, the Western Mew York Maple
Schoolwas a great success!

Mamberas of the Weaterm Mew York Maple
Produceras Association attended Maple
Gchood at Pionaer Jan. 22.

Middle school debuts Student of the Month program

Eeginning in February, Fioneer
Middle School started designating
approximately 20 students as Stu-
denits of the Morith.

Teachers from every core subject
area team and special area depart-
ment (Music, Technology, Health,
Family Consumer Science, Art, For-
eign Language and Physical Educa-
tion) in grades 5-8 select a student
who models and regularly displays the
following character education traits:
Kindness, Helpfulness, Self Contral,
Cooperation, Honesty, Respect for
Others, and Acceptance of Others.

Student of the Month names will be
read during moming announcements,
and sach student’s name will be listed
on a Student of the Month display
board next to the main entrance of
the building. Selected students will
also receive a certificate and a free
lurich from our cafeteria.

"This provides an opportunity to
promote character traits and posi-
tive behaviors that promotes success
in life,” said principal Rave Root. "It
is also one more way to acknowledge
those students who do an cutstand-

i

ing job every day, or it can be a way
to acknowledge a student who has
‘tumed it around” recently.

February's Students of the Maonth
were: Garth Boldt, Triana Coen,
Kayla Cornell, Samantha George,
Jared Hallock, Kasondra Heppner,
Allen Herrick, Katelyn Howell, Jesse
Kalbach, Shayne Kelly, lennifer
Klimeck, Jennifer Knight, Kaitlyn
Naorgren, Lynette Owens, Regina
Perry, Jordan Roth, Elizabeth Sheer,
Richard Snyder, Micole Souter, Allen
Talley, Brittary Zavarella.
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Students get ‘owl’ the facts on wﬂdllfe rehab

Fioneer Middle School 5th and &th
grade students recently received some
firsthand insight into the study of
nature through a visit from a licensed
wildlife rehabilitator.

Sharon Tiburzi of Holland brought
along three birds which are mative
to Western Mew York - the Morthern
saw-whet, the barn owl, and the great
snowy owl. She spoke to a group of
about 50 students in an hour-long
program Feb, 18

Ms. Tiburzi heads up Owl Facts, a
live nature program for all ages that
focuses on the owls of Mew York State.
She is a state and federally licensed
wildlife rehabilitator, and only people
with the proper permits from the state
Departmernt of Environmental Consar-
vation and the LL5. Fish & Wildlife
Service may possess owls,

Along with displaying rehabilitated
birds of prey, Ms. Tiburzi offers hands-
on materials sudh as owl pellets, which
are small grey or brown masses con-
sisting of regurgitated matter — fur,
feathers, bones, bills, claws, and
teeth. These are bits which cannot
be digested by the owl. By studying
these pellets, people can leam what a
particular owl eats.

"Most owls are creatures of the

It's kindergarten
registration time

Elementary schools in the Pioneer
School District will hold kindergarten
registration from March 7-18. A child
must turn 5 years old by Dacamber 1,
2005, to be eligible.

Paremts should bring their completed
registration and health papers into the
school office at either Arcade or Delevan
elementary, along with the child’s birth
cartificate, proof of residence, custody
papers if appll-:able, and faster pla-:ement
paps=rs, if amy.

Physicals can be performed after June
9, and parents can bring in the cormpletad
physical forrm amy time after that date

When they come into the office, parents
will also be asked to sign their child up for
kindergarten scresning, which will take
place on 11and 12

Parent:ggrre remi:dga:d that enrollment
at Pion=er is dependent on mesting the
terms of the district’s residency policy.
Ay new student must live in the district
in arder to enroll,

night,” said Ms. Tiburzi. "Their eyes
are huge, and like humans they have
excellent binocular wision. However,
because their eyes are fixed in the
sockets, they must rotate their heads,
up to 270 degrees, to look armund”

Students enjoyed their close-up
encourter with the three owls brought
to the school by Ms. Tiburzi. A ques-
tion-and-answer period followed her
presentation. Teachers were pro-
vided materials with which they could
facilitate follow-up discussions in their
classrooms.

Ms. Tiburzis visit was sponsored by
Waste Management Inc., as a com-
munity service. Fioneer welcomes
opportunities to work with local
businesses in providing educational
opportunitiss.

For more information, contact Ms.
Tiburzi at 716 537-0684,

Wildlife rehabilitator Sharon Tiburzi dizplays
a bam ow| fo Pionear Middle School Sth and
fth grade atudents.

For Art’'s Sake

Twenty-agvan student-arfista from Delevan Elementary School had arbwork displayed
at tha Arcade Historical Society’s Gibby House, aa part of the Winterieat Art Show
Fsb. 12. According to their teacher Elizabeth Harrison, the works included painfing,
ceramica, wire and oil pastel. Soms of the students are picturad abowa. Front row:
Melizsa Pincknay, Mercedes Cruz, Tristan McAfes, Nathan Schienar, Kyle Chapman, and
Baobby Levy. Back row: Kayla Morey, Hannah Haineman, Briftany Pleace, Christopher
Kling, Tristan Becker, Brayden Denk, and Ryan Mosslls,
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